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¢¢ Ah, Sir, a novel is a mirror carried along a high roac
At one moment it reflects to your vision the azur
skies at another the mire of the puddles at your feet.
And the man who carries this mirror in his pack will
be accused by you of being immoral! His mirror
shews the mire, and you blame the mirror! Rather
blame that high road upon which the puddle lies,
still more the inspector of roads who allows the water
to gather and the puddle to form.

— STENDHAL
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* ¢« And truly: what a great number there exists of
oppressive, insuperable accursed problems, menacingly
hanging over mankind, during the course of thousands
of years, up to now. and at times bowing man down
to earth, bringing him down to the level of a low
beast =~ War, prostitution, capital punishment, toil
unendurable and poorly paid, the half-starved
bondage of the greater majority in the service of the
gluttonous minority Of these evils I have alway s
found the most cvil to be the traffic in the body of
woman, the trathc in the love of woman.—the highest
gift of God to mankind But to me it seemed that
mankind’s ancicnt malady—prostitution is the one
most amenable to a speedy and successful cure. .........
It is no justification at all for you that the woman has
become stupid and has sunk low because of hcr—Oh'!
far from easy work. The gist of the matter is this;
that if her youth had been formed under conditions of
kindness, care, and a minimum competance, she might
be:not only a happy mother, but a beloved sister, and
a treasured daughter ”

¢ Alexander Kuprin” in “ YAMA”
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“ The commercial prostitution of love is the last
outcome of our whole social system, and its most
clear condemnation It flaunts in our streets, it
hides itself in the garment of respectability under

— N
* Fdward Carpenter in ¢ Love’s Coniing of Age
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the name of matrimony, it eats in actual physical
disease and death right through our midst;
it is fed by the oppression and the ignorance of
women, by their poverty and denied means of
livelihood. and by the hypocritical puritanism
which forbids them by millions not only to gratify
but even to spcak o their natural desircs. and
it is encouraged by the callousness of an age which
has accustomed men to buy and sell for money every
most precious thing - even the life —long'labor of
their brodhers, therefore why not also the very
bodies of their sisters’’
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